
 

In order to attempt to eliminate the transmission of Coronavirus (COVID-19) to or from any 
Boston Harbor Pilot we REQUIRE the following measures to be taken, before and during the 
pilotage of your ship.  You should expect similar recommended practices in other U. S. ports.  
Before the pilot boards the ship, from either the pilot boat on arrival, or from the dock on 
departure, confirm with the pilot office or boat that the entire crew has been instructed and/or 
following steps have been taken: 
 

 In the hour before the pilot boards, wipe down the entire bridge with a 5% solution of bleach water, 
or similar disinfectant. (Chart table, instruments, chairs, helm, hand rails, entire console, windows, 
etc.).  Give particular treatment to VHF radio knobs and handset, and to RADAR controls 

 No handshaking.  

 Any crew members entering the bridge should sanitize their hands by washing or by hand sanitizer.  

 Instruct all crew to keep a two-meter “safety-zone” distance from the pilot and docking pilot 

 Crew members and pilots should avoid touching their own faces.  

 Provide hand soap and paper towels in the bridge head for use by the Pilot and Crew.  

 Only essential personnel allowed in the wheelhouse while the pilot and docking pilot is onboard.  

 Follow U.S. Coast Guard’s instructions on reporting any crew members that are sick.  

 
One of the best measures to take to avoid exposure to the coronavirus is to avoid close contact 
with anyone who may have been exposed to the virus.  The United States Centers for Disease 
Control (CDC) defines close contact as two meters. We request that everyone on your ship adhere 
to a minimum two (2) meter “safety zone” around the pilot or docking pilot from the pilot 
ladder/gangway to the bridge when boarding, and from the bridge to the gangway/pilot ladder 
when disembarking. Specifically, we request a one-person escort to/from the bridge and that all 
crewmembers be notified ahead of time to keep a safe (2 meter) distance from the pilot or docking 
pilot when they encounter the pilot in the passageways.  Only the pilot and the escort should be in 
the stairwell or elevator to/from the bridge.  

Greeting the pilot when he enters the bridge, as well as the Master Pilot Information Exchange and 
briefing, can be accomplished from a distance of two (2) meters. Any officer addressing the pilot 
or docking pilot can do so from a distance of two (2) meters. For the immediate time being, we ask 
that the pilot and docking pilot not be asked to print and sign his or her name on any documents 
(security logs, pilot card, or master pilot briefing.)   

WE REQUIRE ALL SHIPS BEFORE ARRIVAL, DEPARTURE OR SHIFTING TO ELECTRONICALLY 
SEND YOUR PILOT CARD and CONFIRM ABOVE PRECAUTIONARY MEASURES HAVE BEEN TAKEN 
TO:  

1/ PILOTS@BOSTONPILOTS.COM and  

2/ GROUP@BOSTONDOCKINGPILOTS.COM  

Thank you for your cooperation. 

 

mailto:PILOTS@BOSTONPILOTS.COM
mailto:GROUP@BOSTONDOCKINGPILOTS.COM

